In today’s climate, businesses linked to the linanclal
sector care foced with a balancing act when it comes to
redesigning their offlces Companies do not wont to be
seen to be wosting money on opulent designs in times
when the repercussions of the worldwide economic orlsls
are still being strongly felt. Yet it is, now more than ever,
vitcl thort the workplace communicates a sense of solidity
and rellabllity to clients and statf alike. For the finance
industry the workplace is once again becoming
synonymous with images.

The Israel office of financial services firm Global
Factoring needed a refurbishment and this was the
Ideal cpportunity to portray the company’s ethos in its
environment the brief to Tel Aviv-based architects Axelrod
was to create a space that would convey strength in a
-subtle wrry. In response fo that brief, Axelrod built o clean
and focused environment, one that would be sensitive to
the pressures of the business. Many features of the office,
such as the dork wood and austers fumiture, echo the past
style of this conserveative sectorn The resull is a modermist
interpretation of the traditional financlal space: here the
wooden walls communicate solidity, the clecn lines of the
lights and the sleek furniture consistency. The fumiture is
lightweight, the masculinity commonly associated with
the chosen colours is softened by the light slots that break
up the spaces; the indirect lighting warms the atmosphere,
giving the office a elaxed feal.

The architectural expression and attention to detail
echo the precision so vital in the client’s business
tremsactions. Clean culs, straight lines and solid surfaces
domincte throughout Axelrod used customized light
fixtures to create niches and alcoves that help subtly to
define the boundaries between private and public spaces,
Walls appear elevated because of a backlit strip located
at the bottom of the wall. bringing lighiness to the mood
and relieving pressure, Glass partitions, decorated with
purpose-designed graphics. create physical seponation
et maintain visual connections within the workspace
and open up the floor. Furniture is deliberately unobtrusive
- low sidebocnds and few chairs - to complement new
Ideas around transparency in the finoncial sector.

The architects' aim was to create a modernist gesthetic.
The sealed concrete floor glass walls, and rinimealist
fumnishing and lighting still say ‘banking’, but the efficlent
reuse of the pre-existing shell demonstrates an economic
destgn. Axelrod admit that by painting the walls remorining
fram the existing struchure and using Inexpensive will
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decals (fransters), a cheap yet effective upgrade was
achieved. They also focused on meoodmizing the use of
natural lght by partibening the space with glass, and
adaopted ensrgy-efficient lighting inside light slots. which
heave the incidental advemibage of bringing strong linear
aocents to the room.
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Page 58: The linearity of the design is
ke to avisual represeniation of salid
tinancial relickility: the brisd wos to
creabe a space thel sublly conveyed
o heelineg of strengih

Opposite: The recurming lght featunes
crece tociks to grabkde workses and
visitors aliis through the space

Aberre: Thes (loor plan showes o
comventional ottice bonpout. with opan-
plan spacs in the middle and o safies
of meeting rooms along one sicle. Right
Simple tables provide axtng desk spoce
to accomimodals aammsional workers

&







