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afeka house

The aesthetic of light and Mediterranean sunshine
and the minimalist discipline of line and plane. Those
were Irit Axelrod's guiding principles when designing

Afeka House in the vicinity of Tel Aviv.

Aberve: the living aren of the Afekn villa desigmed by Avel-
rod Dieaign of Tel Aviv and Los Angeles. The interiorisa
play of Unes and Hyght in which the dask faraiture adds a
pleasing contrust.

Belaw righe: Irit Anelrod and, next photo, the entrance 1o
the house: & symaphany of conerete, wood and trees.
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Above: the plan of the ground floer.
Mext: one of the three children's bed-
rooms,

Below chat: the living area looking
through to the kitchen. Lighet clearly
plays an important part, and to full cifeet
here, as i1 shines throagh the hlinds,
Rights the swimming posl =t night,
framsed securely by the contours of the
housc,

Crverleal

Mlhulin.?am.lk in the destpn of cor-
riders, which serve a multiple purpose
with thrir shelving.

The saircase and the master bedronm
also eplitomise minkmalism, even in the
detuiling. Large numerals indicate the
VAT IS SERTCYE,
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Axelrod Design, Irit Axelrod’s architecture and design studio with of-
fices in Tel Aviv and Los Angeles, was commissioned to design a mod-
ern family home combining the warmth of the Mediterranean with the
taut fines and planes of minimalism,

In her design, Axelrod opted to use concrete as the basic material
which she dashingly moulded into shape: the horizontal planes define
the spaces and the vertical planes accentuate the axes of the house.
The linear severity is reinforced by the crisp lines formed by a neat
progression of chairs, tables and sofas. Sha has chosen furnishings
fram the collections of B&E ltalia, Cassina, Moooi and MOF; for the
kitchen Bofii, and lighting by Ingo Maurer.

It might seem like & recipe for coldness, but irit Axelrod has taken rig-
orous steps to avoid that. She hasincorporated large expanses of win-
dows in her design, adding sunblinds that conjure up long shadows
on the grey and white floors and walls. The light makes for & gentle
ambience evocative of the Mediterranean. In addition, she has subtly
drawn the garden and the pool into the interier, by designing a large
glass fagade reaching from the floor almost to the ceiling and streteh-
ing @lmost nine metres along one of the long sides of the house. The

window can be rolled back in its entirety, meaning that ir
terior [iterally form one space. In other places she has ¢
narrow vertical windows which appear to frame the wie
tuate the space indoors,

The layout of the house, with a total floor area of som
metras, is defined by two axes, Dne runs lengthwise thre
living area and into the open kitchen, the other is at right
long axis. The second axis connects the front door with

A lang skylight extending the full length of the roof ech
tudinal axis.,

Inside, the architect has accommodated six bedroom:
bedroom is situated on a mezzaning floor and gives the

fleating within the house. A floor slab extending cutwa
windows sugnest a weightlessness that contrasts with
of the design.

In addition to three children’s rooms, tha house has a fus
rooms for guests. The house itself has been designed w
but 50 too have the surrounding gardens with sun deck
ing poals.
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